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Editorial 
 

Dear Readers… 

    
SAVE OUR SPECIES…..                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                       Geochelone elegans (India)    
India has a staggering variety of flora and fauna, including 
some of the rarest species in existence on the planet. There 
is so far a paucity of information for the general public on 
the status, biology, and major threats to the endangered 
species of our country. As per the latest (2011) quantitative 
evaluation done by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) there are 57 critically 
endangered species of animals in India. Critically 
endangered is the highest risk category assigned by the 
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) red list to wild species. It is estimated 
that 18% of Indian plants are endemic to the country and found nowhere else in the world. 
Among amphibians found in India, 62% are unique to this country. Among lizards, of the 153 
species recorded, 50% are endemic. High endemism has also been recorded for various groups of 
insects, marine worms, centipedes, mayflies and fresh water sponges. India has 50,000 known 
species of insects, including 13,000 butterflies and moths. It is estimated that the number of 
unknown species could be several times higher. A major proportion of amphibian and reptile 
species, especially snakes, are concentrated in the Western Ghats, which is also a habitat for 
1,500 endemic plant species. Coral reefs in Indian waters surround the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Lakshadweep Islands, the Gulf areas of Gujarat and Tamil Nadu. They are nearly as rich 
in species as tropical evergreen forests. Man has begun to overuse or misuse most of these 
natural ecosystems. Scientists have estimated that human activities are likely to eliminate 
approximately 10 million species by the year 2050. Loss of species occurs due to the destruction 
of natural ecosystems, either for conversion to agriculture or industry, or by over-extraction of 
their resources, or through pollution of air, water and soil. Most of us are only aware of the 
plight of a few glamorous large mammals, but we need to appreciate the threat to the less known 
species of plants and animals. We need to find ways to support the conservation of our incredible 
wildlife for future generations.  
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Chief Editor 


